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Why Does Your Small Business Need
Search Engine Optimization?

Asa smallbusinessowneryou alrerady understand the importance ofmaurketing.
Yourcustomersneed to hearaboutyourcompany and whatsericesyoucan
provide forthem if you want them to come knocking atyourdoor.

The more you are able to market yoursmallbusiness, the betterchance you
wilhave of getting more customers. There are many waysthata smallbusinesscan
marketitself-ad campaigns, word of mouth, specials, deals and promotions.

One ofthe mostvaluable waysto marketa smallbusine ssis online mauxke ting.
Thisisbecause the vast majority of customerslooking fora localcompany will use
the intemetto do so.

This means that yoursmallbusine ss must a bsolute ly be online if it wants to
compete intoday sdigitalage. Customersexpectto see yourbusiness'sinformation
onlne and they want to view yourbusiness’s website. fthey cannot easily find your
busine ss’s online information, oddsare they willsimply find anothercompany who
doeshave an online presence.

Because ofthis, yoursmallbusinessis probably already online.

Yourbusiness probably alrady hasa company website and a busine ss listing
ononlne directoressuch yp etc. Thisisa great starting point- butitisnot
enough to really get yourbusiness onto the computerscreensofthousandsof
potential c ustomers.



Inorderto reach the hundredsofthousandsofpotential online c ustomers
thatare out there, yoursmallbusine ss marketing strategy must also nclude Search
Engine Optimization te c hniques.

Search engine optimization orSEO refersto a seriesofpracticesthatare
designed to boost yourcompany’s website ranking with majorsearch engines.

In short, it meansto get yourbusiness’'s website onto the first resultspage of

majorsearch enginessuch asGoogle.

But why doesyoursmallbusinessneed to employ these techniquesin orderto
be successfulin today’ sonline marketplace? Can’t yourcustomersjust type your
company name into Google and easily find you? They could- but only if they
alrrady know yourcompany name?

Here isanexample:

let'ssayyourun a smallbusinesscalled ‘Dave’sTle, Ceramic and
Bathrooms'. Yourbusiness hasa website and is listed in the online Yellow
Pages. fa localcustomerknew yourbusiness’sname and wanted to find
yourtele phone number, they could easily type “Dave’s'Tle, Ceramic and
Bathrooms” into a search engine like Google. Yourcompany’s website would
automatically appearatthe top ofGoogle’sresult page, where your
customercould easily view yourwebsite and find yourtelephone number.

Thisis great- but only if yourcustomerhappensto already know your
company name. Whathappensifthey are not familiarwith yourcompany name, or
if they don’teven know yourcompany exists? How would they find a good place to
buy theirtie orrefurbish theirbathroom?

Oddsare they would stiluse Google, only they would type in something like
“bathroom tie forsale” or“localbathroom company”.

Ifthey typed in something like this yourcompany website would stillappear
on the search engine s re sults, but mostly likely there would be dozensorhundredsof
othercompaniesthat would appearfist. Yourwebsite may appearonpage 25of
Google’ssearch engine result pages. Fyourcompany islisted asnumber245 of a list

ofpotentialchoices, then no one islikely to find you.

Studie s cle ardy show thatthe vast majority of online viewersuse majorsearch
enginessuch as Google. Studies also show that more than 90% of these online
viewerswilonly clickon optionsthatappearon the first search engine resultspage
(SERP).

Very few viewerswileven lookatpage 2orpage 3,and almost no one wil
lookatpage 5 or6. Thismeansthatunlessyourcompany website and information is



listed on the fist resultspage,allofyouronline marketing and website development
willgo to waste.

SEO techniques are how you getyoursmallbusiness’s website ranked in
Google’sand othermajorsearch engine’s top 10 results. The se tec hnique sinvo lve
the use of SEO keywords and strategic placementofthese keywordsin your
website’s content and links.

Ifthese techniquesare properdy implemented you willsee anincreased

amount oftraffic visiting yourwebsite and you willnotice a highe rmanking in the
ma jor SERPs.

The higher SERP ranking you are able to achieve - the more traffic you will
generate to yourwebsite. More website traffic meansmore paying customers and
more money in yourpocket.

Regards,
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